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A class act

Staccatol Music School is the only academy here that
offers a classical music early education programme.
Its founder, Dr Lee Pei Ming, 32, tells us more.

Did you start leaming music
young yoursalf?

[ stareed with the piano when |
was 4 and | gor my Grade 8
certification by the time [ was 12,
[ enjoyed the lessons, bur 1 hared
practising so much, my mother

had o sit mexr to me with a cane.

Why did you decide to setup a
music school for kids betwaan
gix months and five years?

| want o I'I\'.'li:l children I.‘li."n’.'l-\.r|:l
an enpoyment for classical music.
[t's been shown chat ehildren who
learn music have berrer
concentration and discipline. My
schiool mow has over 100 sewdenes,
and we've agreed to franchise our
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Do you think teaching kKids at
such an early age could be
bad for them?

Nil[ =14 il”- {.:I.I.I.' I‘Cilil.h COme I‘Ii.'ri.' L4

develop their moror skills by
I'II..i:.'il'lj_'L 'a\'“]t ]":l”h (413 |'||.|I.I I'||.||J|1!i-
as t||-\:;. listen o music. We don't
even enforce exams because we
want them o cultivare a passion
for music, not cram, Asians are
big on exams, but in Europe and
the L%, YL don't need o be
grnd._-d_ | got accepted into the
|..:|'.-|.'.1'.'rhil:|' of & [:iLJ:li.rlil 1, A
Arbaor, through an audition, not
|'|'I:|' I\'ﬂ'rllii.l.'.l.lllltl. : ]‘l.-\.lll.lth'. ||
parents want their kids to sit for
exams, our teachers will help.

By day, you're a professor at
the Yong Siew Toh
Conservatory of Music at the
Mational University of
Singapore. What's your
teaching philosophy?
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be iII':EI.'Ehi.'I'IdI.'JI.[. and [ like i
when they challenge my ideas on
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